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Vor. VII. 


ELvection or EXAMINERS. 


On another page will be found a list of the candi 
dates nominated for the position of examiners. Never 
before probably have so many gentlemen been in- 
duced to offer their services, and the Council will have 
a trying time in selecting the best men. There is 
still time for more nominations and in one or two 
subjects it will be necessary that other candidates be 
found if there is to be any competition at all. For 
the majority of subjects there is quite a wealth of 
applicants and the persons who have been expressing 
fears lest the profession should be unable to supply 
sufficient examiners will be agreeably disappointed. 
There are some really curious nominations and we 
can only admire the temerity which permits the 
juxtaposition of names. When our list of nomina- 
tions appears we shall not be surprised if some of the 
gentlemen nominated, on seeing the other names in 
the list, withdraw their candidature with graceful 
modesty. There are giants and pigmies—earthen 
pots and iron pots, but they are not usually classed 
.together. 


Tue Boarp or AGRICULTURE. 


One of the subjects considered by the recent meet- 
‘ing of Council was the attitude of the Board to the 
profession. It was introduced by a series of com- 
munications from no less than nine different veterin- 
ary associations. These bodies include about half the 
active members of the body corporate, and represent 
-every district of the United Kingdom. An unanimous 
.application from such a large proportion of the pro- 
fession is evidence of a wide-spread feeling of dis- 
Satisfaction, and the Council recognised this by ap- 
pointing a special committee to consider the matters 
-complained of and to report to them in April. This 
committee will first enquire strictly into the truth of 
‘the accusations made by the societies, and when it 
has satisfactory evidence on any point will formulate 
the grievance in such a manner that the Council may 
be able at its next meeting to decide what steps 
should be taken to bring the subject before the 
authorities. We intend to look after our own 
interests but we shall be careful not to overlook those 

of others. The first interest is, of course, the national 
good—then comes the interest of the stockowners, 
and after that the interest of the veterinary surgeors, 
who have supplied the information and intelligence 
upon which is based the work of the veterinary de- 
-partment of the Board. While the enquiry is being 


made any information bearing on the subject might | past, he would certainly feel sat upoa. 
| ing to report some of the examiners themselves are 


be sent to the Secretary at Red Lion Square. The 


Council cannot afford to move unless it is sure of its | 


round. It can only act upon clear evidence. 


SIDEBONE OR NO SIDEBONE ? 


The Shire Horse Show for 1895 is now past and 
there is, as usual, the same wail sent up about the 
veterinary examinations. It must be detrimental to 
our profession in the eyes of the public, when we see 
a certain number of the veterinary experts rejecting 
horses, and the same horses passing sound when 
brought before other veterinary experts. I am afraid 
most of our clients don’t quite understand all about 
those honest, though different opinions; but have 
come to the conclusion that the time has now 
arrived when, whatever is the cause of them, ‘‘ some- 
body ought to be whopped.”’ 

I think the present system is entirely wrong, and 
is bringing ridicule on the whole profession. Let 
every horse be examined once a year (say at the 
Shire Show in London) and given a certificate for 
that time, no horse to be rejected unless a large 
majority, after careful examination, pronounce him 
unsound. As it is a most serious matter for a 
breeder to have a very good horse rejected, it is surely 
the business of a society to see that their veterinary 
inspectors have ample time for their examinations, 
and certainly if a man continues to act when he 
feels, for want of time, his examinations are not 
satisfactory, he is, to say the least, wilfully imposing 
on the public. 

A great many breeders now request their own 
veterinary surgeons to examine the horses taken to 
London, although most of them know that it is 
anything but a. guarantee when passed at home that 
they are all right when in London. They say 
the ‘professors’ (they are all professors there) do 
not care who examined their animals previously, 
and some Shire Horse men will tell you it is bad 
policy to let the ‘‘ professors’’ know your horse has 
been examined before and passed sound. 

When a man tells you his horse failed to pass at 
London your hand at once wanders to that horse's 
coronets, and you may safely begin talking about 
‘‘Sidebones.”” It seems to us country practitioners 
that in London it is always safe when rejecting a 
heavy horse to say ‘‘ Sidebones,”’ as there is in my 
opinion as much to dispute about in these cases as in 
cases of ‘“‘ Coarse’’ and ‘“ Spavined’’ hocks. It is 
certainly a nasty knock for the country practitioner 
when the horse he passes comes home again labelled 
unsound, and if he did not know that there is a run 
on ‘* Sidebones”’ now-a-days, as we have had a run 
on other diseases, as Spavin, Roaring, etc., in the 
But accord- 


still more cruelly treated, for horses they examined 
just before the show failed to pass their second 
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scrutiny. 
microscope to diagnose it, if so then all our practice 
will require to pass through some London institution. 

I said above I considered there was as much scope 
for difference of opinion in respect to Sidebones as 
Spavins. I am convinced from observations that a 
as many horses, especially heavy horses, have the 

teral cartilages on the outside of the foot larger 
than the inside ones and yet are perfectly sound. I 
consider a great many horses are wrongly rejected 
for sidebones when no true sidebones can be felt, (by 
true sidebone I mean the calcareous deposit in the 


I do hope the next craze won’t require a| Histology and physiology :— 


F. Smith 
Noel Paton 
J. B. Haycraft 


Stable Management :— \ 
EK. Wallis Hoare 
W. Wilson 
T. Hopkin 
C. Sheather 
Cuass C. 


R. C. Trigger. 
R. Rutherford. 
J. McFadyean. 


E. Faulkner. 


G. Elphick. 


Pathology and Morbid Anatomy :— 


, i . A. Dollar. 
lateral cartilage) but what we feel is simply a natural D. 
conformation. I submit for argument that no horse J.B. Wolstenholme 4. ¥eulkner. 
should be condemned for sidebones no matter the J. B, Gremmucll A. H. Sugden. 
size of the lateral cartilages unless there is the de- J. Sime-Woodhead ’ W. J. Mulvey 
posit, and therefore no spring of the cartilage under P ¥ o> 
the fingers. We have plenty of horses with one | Materia-Medica and Therapeutics :— Tri 
foot smaller than the other, and there are few will F. Dun R. C. 4 rigger 
deny that this is often a natural conformation, not a Jas. Clark H. Kidd. 
diseased condition. Then why should not the con- | Hygiene :— 
tents of the hoof vary in a like manner? I for one Jas. Clark H. Kidd. 
fail to see. Cuass D. ; 

A Country Practitioner. | Veterinary Medicine :— 

J. R. Cox Jas. McCall. 
W. Duguid J. F. Simpson 
Royal College of Maloolm af 
. Clar . Rutherford. 

Veterinary Surgeons. » G. A. Oliphant G. A. Oliphant. 
a W. Woods H. Kidd. 
NOMINATIONS OF CANDIDATES FOR site 
EXAMINERSHIPS. 
Veterinary Surgery :— 

The following are the nominations made up to H. Olver J. Abson. 
March 13th. Gentlemen intending to offer them- T. Hopkin A. Lawson. 
selves or to nominate others must send in the notice Olip Olighan 
in writing to the a March 20th. W. Woods HL. Kidd. 

T. B. Goodall W. A. Edgar. 
R. J. Hickes W. O. Williams, 
M. Hedley M. Hedley J. Freeman F. W. Wragg. 
W. H. Bloye J. Penberthy. 
EK. Wallis Hoare A. Lawson. MEETING OF COUNCIL. 
R. Moore R. Moore. . 
A meeting of the Council of this College was held at 
Song W. J. Mulvey. the College Building, Red Lion Square, W.C., on Wed- 
Chemistry :— nesday, 6th inst., Mr. W. Hunting, the president, occupy- 


H. Somerville W. J. Mulvey. 


ing the chair. The other members present were: Mr. 
F. W. Wragg, Mr. J. A. W. Dollar, Prof. J. McFadyean, 
Mr. C. Hartley, Professor J. Penberthy, Mr. A. Wheat- 
ley, Prof. W. A. Edgar, Messrs. J. Abson, H. Kidd, W. J. 
Mulvey, R. C. Trigger, A. Lawson, and J. F. Simpson, 
J.P. 

Mr. A. W. Hitt, secretary, read the minutes of the 
preceding meeting, which were confirmed. 


A Lerrer Dr. FLEMING. 


The SzorEtary said that a letter had been received 
from Dr. G. Fleming, of Higher Leigh, Combe Martin, 
North Devon. 

The Cuarrman : I may say that this letter comments 
upon some proceedings at our last meeting. There are 
about eight pages of 
Professor PenBpertHy: Have it priuted and circu- 
lated. : 
The Cuarrman to the Secretary: Read it if there 8 


H. M. H. Munro W. A. Edgar. 
J. Hunter H. Thompson. 
Jas. Hendrick J. Hendrick 
Thos. Drinkwater S. Stockman 
Biology :— 
K. F. de Jong A. Lawson 
J. R. Green J. F. Simpson 
W. B. Walters W. Williams 
J. Vaughan W. Williams 
— McAlpine — McAlpine 
Crass B. 
Anatomy of domestic animals :— 
W. F. Peacock W. F. Wragg. 
G. Fleming Jas. McCall. 
J. Vaughan W. Williams. 
R. Moore R. Moore. 


no objection. 
Mr. Wraae: The matter to which the letter no doubt 
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relates has been before the Council, and if the communi- 
cation be read it will no doubt lead to another discus 
sion ; and I venture to think that it is scarcely dignifiad 
that this Council should be engaged in heariug charges 
and counter-charges and all that sort of thing. I move 
that we proceed to the next business. 

Professor McFapyEan seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 


SrrREeEET ACCIDENTS AND VETERINARY SURGEONS.— 
LETTER FROM THE Home SEcRETARY. 


The Secretary read the subjoined letter :— 
“ Whitehall, 27th February, 1895. 

Dear Sir, 
§ Iam directed by the Secretary of State to advert to 
your letter of the 29th June, 1893, respecting accidents 
to animals in the streets of London, and to say that he 
has under consideration the question of the amvuunt of 
the fee paid to veterinary surgeons for examining horses, 
and certifying to the necessity for slaughtering them. 
The fee in these cases was, in accordance with your 
recommendation, fixed at one guinea; but it has been 
suggested that a fee of 10s. 6d. which is, it is understood, 
the sum paid in the city police district, would be suffi- 
cieut remuneration in the metropolitan p>»lice district. 
Before arriving at a decision, Mr. Asquith would be 
glad if you would favour him with your observations 
upon the subject.—I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

Keneim E. Diesy.” 
The President of the R.C.V.S., 
Red Lion Square, W.C. 


Mr. Muivey: During my presidency Mr. Asquith 
wrote to me to ask for my advice with regard to dealing 
with horses that were the subjects of accidents in the 
streets, and I then drafted some recommendations which 
were embodied in an Act of Parliament. He also asked 
me what fee I thought should be paid to the veterinary 
surgeon who was called on the occasion of those acci- 
dents, and I suggested a guinea. A guinea was specified 
in the Act of Parliament and has been paid ever since. I 
noticed some little time ago that a complaint was made 
‘by medical men that, whereas they were only paid 10s. 6d. 
in cases where they were called by the police to attend 
to the “casualties,” the veterinary surgeon was paid a 
guinea. 

Mr. Wraae: A city police inspector asked me if I 
would go to a street accident for balf-a guinea, and I 
said [ should very much object to go for such a fee. 

The CuarrmaN: What reply should we send to this 
letter from the Home Office ? 

Prof. McFapygan: “Iu view of the responsibility 
which attaches to.” 

Mr. Moutvey: No. 

Prof. Epgar: I should say that, in the opinion of this 
‘Council, a guinea is a moderate remuneration for the 
services rendered. 

Mr. Lawson: A fair remuneration. 

Mr. Dour : Considering the danger involved in these 
cases, 

The Cuairman: And the responsibility that attaches 
to the veterinary surgeon. 

_Mr. Hartiey: There is no appeal against your de- 
-Cision in these cases. 

Mr. Simpson: Horses have been slaughtered under 
the supposition that they had broken legs, and post- 
mortem examinations have proved that this was not so. 

Mr. Mutvezy, replying to a question, said that he 
never brought the Home Secretary’s letter before the 
‘Council. There was ‘not time for this. He had to re- 

ply to Mr. Asquith’s communication at once and, as he 
said, his suggestions or recommendations were embodied 
in an Act of Parliament. 

The Cuarrman: There is no mention of the receipt 
.of the letter in our minute books. 


Mr. Mutvey: I don’t know at all. 

The Cuarrman: Mr. Gill looked over the books and 
could not fiod any reference to the matter. 

Mr. Mutvey explained that the letter was sent to the 
Veterinary College, Camden Town, and forwarded thence 
to his office. It did not pass through Mr. Hill’s hands 
at all. 

Mr. Hartiey: Perhaps the letter demanded an imme- 
diate reply ? 

Mr. Motvey: It did. I may tell you that, after I 
had drawn up these recommendations, I asked Mr. 
Hunting to look over them and see if he approved of the 
document. Mr. Hunting has evidently forgotten all 
about it. 

Mr. Simpson: I beg to propose that the reply to the 
Home Secretary’s letter be to the following effect :— 
“That this Council consider one guinea a fair remunera- 
tion for the service referred to in the letter.” 

Prof. McFapyEan seconded the motion. 

Prof. PENBERTHY: We cannotsay that a guinea is not 
a fair remuneration. 

Mr. Mutvey: It will be bad enough if they reduce 
the fee but don’t let us agree to it. 

Professor PenpertHy: ‘hey will reduce it if they 
like. 

Mr. Lawson: I would suggest that you recommend 
the authorities at Manchester to pay a like fee. 

The CHainman : What do you get there ? 

Mr. Lawson : Nothing. 

The Cuaitnman: The motion is that a fee of one 
guinea is a fair remuneration for the services 
rendered. 

Prof. PenBERtTHY: They very kindly ask us to assess 
the value of our own services. 


RESIGNATIONS. 

The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Hedley, of 
Dublin, tendering his resignation asa member of the 
Council, as it was his intention to apply for the position 
of an examiner in connection with the college. 

On the motion of Mr. Simpson, seconded by Mr. Kidd, 
the resignation was accepted. 

A letter was read from Lieut.-Colonel Oliphant resign- 
ing his position as a member of the Council on the 
ground that he intended offering himself as a candidate 
for the post of examiner in the practical section of the 
final examination, as it would be “an advantage to the 
Army Veterivary Department to have an experienced 
member on this section of the Board of Examiners with 
a view of assisting in the selection of candidates for the 
service.” He added an expression of regret that his 
application must lead to his severance from the Council. 

Prof. PenBertHy moved, and Mr. Lawson seconded, 
that the Colonel’s resignation be accepted, and the motion 
was adopted. 

THe SKELETON oF “ Ecuipss.” 


The Secretary read the following letter addressed to 
the President :-— 

“1, Woodsley Terrace, Clarendon Road, Leeds. 
January 17th, 1895. 
Dear Mr. Hountine, 

Professor Gamgee always intended and wished that 
the receipt given by Bracy Clark for the money paid for 
the purchase of the skeleton of “ Eclipse ’’ should go along 
with the bones. Mrs. Gamgee has, therefore, asked me 
to send it to you, and I now enclose it that you may 
have the proposal carried out.—Yours truly, 

Davin GuILLop.” 

The receipt was for £105 paid by Professor Gamgee 
to Bracy Clark for the skeleton of the renowned horse 
“ Eclipse.” 

Mr. TrieceR: I move that a vote of thanks be accor- 
ded to Mrs. Gamgee, and that this very interesting docu- 
ment be framed and placed beside the skeleton. 
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Mr. Lawson seconded the motion, which was carried 
unanimously. 


Tue ExaMINATION CoMMITTEE’s REPoRT.—THE 
EXAMINATION IN ZooLoey. 


The report of the Examination Committee was as 
under :— 
“The Committee have:held five meetings, and in 
accordance with their instructions considered the letters 
from the examiners having reference to the purchase of 
instruments and models. They recommended that no 
models be obtained for objects that can easily be pre- 
sented at the examination in a fresh state or as dried 
reparations. A list of instruments were drawn up, and 
Messrs. Simpson and Mulvey were deputed to select and 
urchase them. This was done at a cost of £37 13s. 8d. 
ing a reduction of 10 per cent. off Messrs. Arnold and 
Sons price list. The work had to be carried out hurriedly 
in view of the near approach of the examinations, and 
therefore the instruments are not all that could be de- 
sired. Some few of them will have to be exchanged, and 
additions made to their number. 
The Committee recommend the Council to elect the 
new Board of Examiners entirely upon the four years 
system, and at the same time to allocate to them their 
position under the three years system. 

The Committee alsu recommend that each examiner 
on his appointment be furnished with a copy of the 
syllabus of the section in which he examines both of the 
three and four years courses. 

The Committee have had before them the whole sub- 
ject and correspondence in regard to the recent examina- 
tions in Edinburgh and, from the explanations received 
from the Chairman of class A, the Committee are pf 
opinion that there does not appear to have been any iu- 
justice done to students; and recommend that the 
Chairman’s explanation be accepted ; further that the 
attention of the Board of Examiners be called to tlie 
desirability of keeping the prescribed time. Also that 
the explanations given by the Chairman of “Class C 
practical” be accepted, and that the secretary write to 
the examiners giving clear instructions as to the conduct 
of the examinations. 

The subject uf marks at the examination was brought 
forward, aud the Committee recommend that the Council 
approve of 45 per cent. as the minimum of marks for a 
pass.” 

The Committee find that it is impossible to alter the 
bye-laws so as to permit the examination on zoology 
to be omitted at the next examination, but they recom- 
mend that the examiners be reminded that this subject is 
a new one. 

The Committee have fully considered the subject of 
the Fellowship examination, and the report from the 
Chairman, and with regard to clause 8 in the Fellowship 
examivations report, as to whether each examiner is to 
inti both microscopical and naked eye specimens, the 

committee recommend that such specimens are only 
expected to be supplied by the examiners in patholo 
and bacteriology. The secretary to send copies of the 
regulations to each examiner.” 

Prof. McFapyEan asked with regard to the recom- 
mendation that the Board of Examiners be appointed 
under the four years scheme, whether that would involve 
aby examiner being requested to examine on two different 
subjects. 

The CuarrmMan: Yes,if you call them different ones 
when they are similar. We have two absolutely contra- 
dictory bye-laws you see. By one we have the power to 
put a man into the three years system although elected 
under the four years system ; according to the latter no 
examiner at the same examinaticn shall examine on 
two subjects. Therefore I take it the lesser evil is to 


Prof. McFapyran: I know, Mr. Chairman, that you 
object to the phrase “thin end of the wedge,” but this 
looks a bit suspicious ; it looks us if we were going to 
depart from the rule we have adhered to strongly for 
years past, that one examiner shall not examiue on two 
subjects. Is there any dearth of examiners that compels 
us to do this? 

Prof. Pensertuy: Yes, there is. 

The CHarrMaNn: You see the matter is extremely 
difficnlt unless we appoint two sets of examiners. 

Prof. McFapygan remarked that }lenty of qualified. 
examiners could be got who would be pleased to under- 
take the work for the honour as well as the remuneration 
they would obtain. 

Mr. TriacerR: Do I understand Prof. McFadyean to 
say that they would do the work from an honorary point 
of view? 

Prof. McFapygan: I say who would be glad to do it 
for the honour and remuneration. 

The CuHatrman: Take Therapeutics ; and the two 
examiners we have on that subject now— Messrs. Mal-. 
colm and Cox—if they were elected they might safely be 
transferred to the table in the three years system where 
they now act. 

Prof. McFapyEan: Yes, but the idea we had in 
specialising these subjects for the students should be 
kept in view when we appoint examiners. 

The Cuarrman: Certainly. 

Prof. McFapyran: Yes, but if we are going to sunder 
them for the students ought we not to split them up for 
the examiners as well? An individual examiner 
would—if the plan proposed be adopted—havetwo sub- 
jects in which to examine instead of one. have’ 
reached a point when it is well to specialise these sub- 
jects and, therefore, I think we should face the difticulty,. 
if there be any difficulty in finding examiners to examine 
on the new subjects, and no examiner to examine on 
two subjects. Then | should like to ask what is the 
bye-law or regulation that would be violated by giving 
effect to the recommendation that came up from the 
Examination Committee at the last meeting of the 
Council, that the students who have been up for exam- 
ination in class A should not be required in May next to 
submit themselves for examination in zoology. I do 
think it is very unfortunate that the decisious of this 
Council should be reversed so frequently. A larger 
committee meeting than that which formulated this last 
recommendation, recommended to our previous Council 
that “ students who were rejected in the examination in. 
December last shall not in future examinations be re- 
quired to undergo an examination in zoology.” Though: 
Mr. Mulvey dissented from this the majority of those 
present at the Council refused to support him, and at 
that time nothing was said about the proposed exemp- 
tion being in conflict with any bye law or regulation. | 
The Cuarrman: It is now a little over two years- 
sivce the four years course was decided upon, the sub- 
jects chosen and the whole thing settled. The schools 
have now had two years notice that zoology would be 
one of the subjects in class A under the four years 
course, and we naturally expected they would make pre- 
paration accordingly. 

Prof. McFapyean : But this Council had power to ask 
Class A students to submit themselves for examination 1n 
zoology in January last. 

The Cuarrman: We let them off then, believing that 
the schools had made no preparation whatever. 5 
Prof. McFapygan: You then violated the bye-law in. 
exempting them. 

The CHarrman: We did, because the four years 
course was absolutely carried and its syllabus determined 
two years ago. The bye-laws, which settle matters of 
detail, have been framed since. 


make it similar subjects. 


Prof. McFapyean: Then, I see, that the examiners 
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are to be reminded that zoology is a new subject. Is 
this not ‘discriminating between the students who 
ane in October last and those for whom this favour is 
sought. 

The Cuarrman : I[ think you will find that the discri- 
mination will be free. . 

Prof. McFapy#an: But I don’t want that. I do in 
my own mind discriminate between the students who 
joined in October last and have had a course of zoology, 
and the students who have been studying during the 
ver two years and been examined once or twice on 

otany alone. 

The Cuarrman : I don’t know how you would carry 
it cut very well. 

Prof. McFapyEan: We have to classify the students 
this time at any rate, because we send up students who 
are entitled to exemption from zoology owing to the fact 
that they joined before January, 1893. 

The Cuarrman: They will come under the three 
years system. 

Prof. McFapyegan : But all the students I am speaking 
about are under the three years system. 

Mr. Simpson: I think we are as a Council in some 
difficulty, and J fully recognise that Professor McFadyean 
as connected with one of the schools is in a difficulty, 
but I think if the recommendation of the committee is 
adopted it will meet the case. It is impossible for the 
committee to make a more detailed recommendation than 
they have, but I feel sure that an intimation will be con- 
veyed to the examiners that this subject of zoology is a 
new subject and that this fact will be taken into con- 
sideration by them. That,I think, is the only way out 
of a difficulty that has arisen at this Council and also un- 
Aoubtedly in the schools. 

Mr. Mutvey: So that I may be in order, 1 move the 
adoption of the report. 

Mr. Kipp seconded the motion. 

The Cuarrman: Is there any other subject in this 
report that any gentlemen wishes to comment upon ! 

Prof. McFapyran: I beg to move as an amendment 
that students who have already presented themselves 
- examination in class A be not examined in zoology in 

ay. 
The Cuarrman: That they be treated as under the 
three years system ? 

Prof. McFapygan: Yes. 

Mr. Mutvey: Allow me to point out that, in order to 
legally, three months notice must be given 
of it. 

Prof. McFapygan : My amendment is “ That students 
who have already presented themselves for the class A 
examinations be not examined in zoology in May next.” 
Of course, if this clashes with a bye-law it cannot be put. 
As a teacher I feel grateful to the Council for the 
anxious consideration they have given to this question 
and for au obvious desire not to press too hardly upon 
the student ; but I would say that I think they are in 
one point erring on the side of leniency, and in another 
direction not going so far as fairvess vids. I do not 
think that students who joined in October last aud have 

had a course of zoology have any reason to expect that 
the examiners appointed to examine in zoology should 
be lenient with them. Although it is a new subject, I 
do not think they have any claim for leniency. But it is 
a different matter in the case of those students who 
Joined a year ago last October, who might be excused if 
they calculated that it would be tolerably certain if 
they did not pass in May last, they would at all events 
pass in December last and who, therefore, did not take 
up the study of zoology last October. I know you say 
they ought to have done so. I know you will say that 
though they thought they were going to pass in Decem- 
ber they ought to have begun the study of zoology in 


“October, but I think it is very likely that the student | 200 


risked the chance of fastening our attention upon the 
smaller subject of botany with a view of getting through 
in December. Some of them did not pass in December, 
and although the course of zoology is half finished, they 
are compelled tu read up in the subject from text books 
and present themselves in May. 

Prof. PENBERTHY to the Chairman ; From your know- 
ledge of the bye-law do you think if we pass the amend- 
ment it can become law. If so, I will second the propo- 
sition, 

The CuarkMan: Remember that at the last meeting 
an exactly similar amendment to that now proposed was 
rejected, according to the minutes which have been 
signed. The minutes have been signed by the Chairman 
and they are legal evidence of what tvok place. 

The Secretary read the record in his minutes which 
was :—“ Amendment moved by Prof. W. O. Williams 
that class A students rejected at Christmas, 1894, and 
those class A students who were eligible but did not 
present themselves, shall not in May next be examined 
in zoology.” Prof. McFadyean seconded the amendment, 
which was lost. Mr. Mulvey moved “ That all students 
in class A presenting themselves for examination in May 
next shall be required to pass the curriculum as printed,” 
Mr. Fraser seconded the motion which was put and lost, 
6 for and 13 against. The Secretary added that that was 
“all” relating to this subject. 

Prof. McFapyean : A similar motion to mine was now 
before the Council previously. J 

The CuarrMan: That is not correct. I do not think 
the minutes are correct, but they are legal. 

The CuarrmMan: The motion I put from the chair is 
not in the minutes, What that motion was exactly I do 
not remember. I know I put a motion. 


Prof. McFapygan : Allow me to refresh your memory 
or ask if this is not correct. When Mr. Mulvey moved 
the resolution just read I ae gore as an amendment 
that the recommendation of the committee should be 
adopted, and J was anxious that this should be put as 
against Mr. Mulvey’s motion, but you said after Mr. 
Mulvey’s motion had been lost you did not think it 
necessary to put mine as it was necessarily involved in 
the acceptance of the report of the committee. That 
was why my motion was never put or, I suppose those 
voting against Mr. Mulvey, would have voted in favour 
of my motion. 

Prof. Epaar said the question now was whether they 
would act contrary to their bye-laws or not. They had 
undoubtedly been guilty of lapses in connection with the 
examination on zoology, but the point was whether those 
for whom Prof. McFadyean pleaded entered under the 
three vr under the four years scheme. If under the 
latter the Council were obliged by their bye law to 
examine them in zoology. Unless the bye-law were 
amended he (Prof. Edgar) did not see how they could be 
exempted. If the recommendation of the committee errs 
on the side of leniency, as Prof. McFadyean seems to 
suggest, it is open to us not to adopt that recommenda- 
tion and to insist upon a rigid examination in all the 
subjects for all the students who present themselves. 

Mr. Simpson contended that in the face of the bye- 
laws they could not make the exemption desired. To 
do so an alteration of the bye.laws would be required for 
which three months notice must be given. There was 
an old saying that “ half a loaf was better than no bread,” 
and on this principle he strongly urged Prof. McFadyean 
to content himself with such concession as the committee 
felt themselves able to make. 

Professor McF apyEAN then, in deference to the geuer- 
ally expressed wish of the meeting and with the consent 
of his seconder, withdrew his amendment. He, however, 
proposed as a substitute: “ That the examiners in 
ogy be requested to make the examination in zoology 
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very lenient in the case of students who have already 
been rejected in class A.” 
Prof. Penpertuy : I shall not second that. 
Professor McFapyEan : I suppose that was what was 
meant, 
Professor Pensertay :' But it need not be explicitly 
declared. 
Prof. McFapygan : I want to discriminate between 
those who have put off zoology and those who have not. 
Mr. Simpson: To make it as rough as you can for 
some, and as lenient as you can for others. 
The motion for the adoption of the report was then 
put and declared carried. 
Prof. McFapyvan: Was my amendment put ? 
The Cuarrman : No, it was not seconded. (Laughter.) 
Prof. McFapyzan : | think you hardly gave time for 
it to be seconded. 
The Cuarrman: I am very sorry if I did not. 
Prof. McFapyEan: You seem to me to be a little 
(Laughter.) 
The Cuarrm4n: 1 am very sorry; it is not my usual 
practice. (Laughter.) 


THE APPOINTMENT OF EXAMINERS. 


The Cuarnman: “To make further arrangements for 
the appointment of examiners,’ That is the next 
business on the agenda. It is almost unnecessary to go 
into that now. Still it is down on the paper. If any 
gentleman has any observation to make now is the 
time. 

Replying to Mr. Mulvey, 

The CHAIRMAN said a corrected advertisement with 
regard to the appointment would appear in the next 
issues of the veterinary journals. 

Mr. Mutvey: I believe that several nominations haye 
been received and returned by our secretary as not being 
correct. 

The Szcretary: No. 

It was stated that a list of nominations—so far as 
they had gone—was on exhibition in the hall of the 
College. 

REGISTRATION CoMMITTEE. 


Mr. Simpson moved the adoption of the Registration 
Committee’s report which contained various recommen- 
dations for dealing with offenders under the Veterinary 
Surgeons Act. In one case they recommend that the 
name of a practitioner—who had been repeatedly con- 
victed before the magistrates for different offences—be 
removed from the register. Unprofessional advertisers 
either gave an undertaking to discontinue their offence 
= the committee recommended legal proceedings against 

em. 

Mr. Wraae seconded the motion, which was adopted. 


Tue Boarp oF AGRICULTURE AND THE VETERINARY 
PROFESSION. 


The CHAIRMAN announced that he had received resolu- 
tions passed by the following veterinary medical associa- 
tions protesting against recent appointments in the 
veterinary department of the Board of Agriculture and 
the manuer in which the just claims of the veterinary 
profession had been ignored by the present Minister of 
Agriculture, and calling upon the Council to take some 
action in the matter :—The Central, the Royal Counties 
the Midland Counties, Lincolnshire, the Western Coun- 
ties, Lancashire and Yorkshire. 

Mr. Stmpson handed in a similar resolution which had 
been forwarded to him for presentation from the Eastern 


and in all future appointments to the veterinary depart- 
ment, the recognition of the just claims of members of 
the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons.” 

Mr. Motvey: I do not think it would be proper in so 
small a meeting as we haye now to deal with a subject of 
so very wuch importance. ~ 

The Cuarrman: Yes, but I should be very sorry to see 
this matter shelved until April when we have plenty of 
work to do without it. 

On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Mr, 
Trigger, a committee consisting of the President, Prof. 
McFadyean, Mr. Wragg, Mr. Simpson, Mr. Trigger, Prof. 
Edgar, Mr. J. A. W. Dollar, Mr. Mulvey, Mr. Wheatley, 
and Mr. Abson were appointed to consider the matter 
and report to the next meeting of the Council. To the 
committee were referred all the letters on the subject that. 
had been received. 

Mr. Wraaa observed that ‘while it was incumbent. 
upon them to look after the interests of their own pro 
fession in this matter, they must. be careful lest they did. 
any harm in other directions. (Hear, hear.) 

On the motion of Prof. Penberthy, seconded by Mr. 
Mulvey, a vote of thanks was accorded to the Chairman ;. 
and the proceedings terminated. 


VETERINARY SOCIETIES 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The 210th general meeting of the above Society was: 
held in the New Lecture Theatre of the College on. 
Wednesday, March 6th, at 6.30 p.m. Mr. Hills was in. 
the chair. There weie 32 members present. 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and signed. 
The communication received from the Lancashire 
V.M.A. relating to the recent actions of the Board of 
Agriculture was again read by the Assistant Secretary. 
Professor Hobday proposed that a copy of the follow- 
ing resvlution be sent to the Lancashire V.M.A.: “ That 
this Association approved of the action of the L.V.M.A., 
and is in direct accord with their views on the matter. 
For sometime past the members of the R.V.C.V.M.A. 
have observed with great astonishment and regret the 
policy persued by the Head of the Board of Agriculture, 
and certainly consider that steps‘should be taken to 
alter it, and place a veterinary surgeon at the head of 
the Veterinary Department ; not merely from a profes- 
sional point of view, but also on account of the danger 
to British Agriculture and stockowners, thus affecting 
in a most important manner the general public health.” 
The proposition was secunded by Mr. Boyer, supported 
by Messrs. Heley, Houston, Grove, Gillam, Dunstan, and 
Burt, and carried unanimously. 

A letter, bearing on the same subject received from 
the Yorkshire V.M.A., was then read. 

Mr. Burt proposed “ that a copy of Professor Hobday’s 
resolution be sent to the Yorkshire V.M.A., substituting 
the word “Yorkshire” for the word “ Lancashire.” 
This was seconded by Mr. Houston and carried. 

Mr. Stroud read a paper on “The Internal Parasites 


of the Domesticated Animals,” which showed very careful 
preparation. On its conclusion a discussion ensued in 


Counties Veterinary Medical Association, which main- many of of the 


tained that “no effort should be spared by the Council 


of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons to secure a 


the appointment of a veterinary surgeon as director of 


The proceedings terminated with votes of thank to the 


Watrer Burt. Assist. Sec. 
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LANCASHIRE V.M.A. 
Dear Sir, 

On line 16, page 494, in your issue of March 9th, 1 
am reported as saying that the veterinary profession 
“aspired to be (associated) with Officers of Health in 
endeavouriug to eradicate and alleviate disease amongst 
the lower animals.”’ 

Kindly permit me to say that the termination of the 
sentence should read in man, not “ amongst the lower 
animals.” My reference to the Manchester milk case, 
reported in The Lancet of January 9th, and the attention 
which | drew to the value of corporation or municipal 
veterinary officers in the elucidation of such outbreaks 
of disease, justifies me I think in asking you kindly to 
insert this correction.— Yours faithfully, 

Jno. B. WotsteNHOLME, F.R.C.V.S. 

Quay Street, Manchester, 

12th March, 1895. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


THE SWINE FEVER EPIDEMIC. 


At the meeting of the Limerick Board of Guardians, 
on Wednesday, February 27th, an important discussion 
took place with regard to the order in Council in refer- 
ence to swine fever. Mr. Thomas Burke, V.C., presided. 
Mr. A. B. Shaw, J.P. (of the firm of Shaw and Sons, 
bacon curers); Mr. Brabazon (of the firm of Messrs. 
Denny) ; Mr. Earls (of Messrs. Matterson), and a depu- 
tation from the Limerick Buyers’ Association attended. 
Mr. Prentice, Travelling Inspector, Veterinary Depart- 
ment, Dublin Castle, was also present. 

Mr. Guinane, Clerk of Union, read the following 
letter :— 

“ Veterinary Department, Privy Council. 
Dublin Castle, 25th Feb., 1895. 


MARKETS AND FAIRS SWINE FEVER ORDER 


Sir—-With reference to the minutes of the proceedings 
of the Local Authority of Limerick Union, under the 
Diseases of Animals Act, 1894, at the meeting on the 
13th inst., [ am directed to acquaint you that, Mr. Pren- 
tice, Profcssional Travelling Inspector of this Depart- 
ment, has been instructed to wait upon the Local 
Authority, at their meeting on Wednesday next, tu ex- 
= auy matters in connectiou with the Markets and 

airs Swine Fever Order respecting which a misappre- 
hension may exist.—I am, sir, your obedient servant, 

A. R. Wattace.” 


Lord Clarina asked If Mr. Prentice could give any in- 
formation on the alleged prevalence of swine fever, as 
the Limerick merchants were of opinion that there was 
almost a total absence of the disease. 

Mr. Prentice :—Yes, my lord; but from the outset 
these gentlemen don’t say that there was no swine fever, 
but that its prevalence was very small. ur statistics 
show a contrary fact. 

Lord Clarina :—I would like to ask a few questions. 
I would like to know how your department diagnose 
whether swine fever is present or not in the entrails sent 
up. My idea is that the whole system is open to grave 
abuse. We all know that veterinary inspectors are not 
always faultless, and that they would be likely to stretch 
a point for a poor man who might have a pig sick. 
Sappose the viscera of two pigs were sent up to Dublin 
one morning ; what steps are taken, or do you think it 
possible that a proper diagnosis would be had ? 

Mr. Prentice said that viscera was very carefully ex- 
amined in Dublin Castle, and although that machinery 


was very matters were so arranged that the viscera 
sent up was labelled from each district. Of course every 
set of viscera that arrived in Dublin had not traces of 
swine fever. 

Lord Clarina!—That is what I want to clear up. 
With regard to Limerick town how many cases were 
there of such ? 

Mr. Prentice :—With regard to Limerick, I cannot 
really tell you; but in the case of some unions almost 
half are found not to be swine fever. 

Lord Clarina :—Which clearly proves that that order 
is monstrously abused. 

Mr. Prentice :—But the difficulty is, except by ex- 
amination, to find whether disease exists or not. 

Lord Clarina :--That is the reason I say too much dis- 
cretion is given to veterinary inspectors. We should 
have some Dublin inspector to certify, before killing, 
that disease exists. 

Mr. Lane :—Would it not be better to allow the pigs 
suspected to remain for two or three days without 
slaughter? The disease might only be temporary. 

Mr. Lane said he knew a case where pigs were 
slaughtered and offered for £1, and were then brought 
into Limerick. 

Mr. O’Mara :—And sold in the market ? 

Mr. Lane :—I don’t know that. 

Mr. M’Namara :—Are not these pigs sold in the im- 
mediate neighbourhood 

Mr. Riordan :—If | consider a pig a useful one I will 
sell him to the owner. 

Lord Clarina : —Notwithstanding it has swine fever? 

Mr. Riordan :—If the carcase is healthy looking and 
has no spots I sell it, but if I find its temperature at 
105 I certainly say there must be some swine fever 

Lord Clarina :—And if you consider it healthy for 
human food you let the owner have it ? 

Mr. Riordan :—Yes, and deduct the compensation 
given. If I consider it diseased | bury the carcase and 
disinfect it with Jeyes fluid, so that no one one can 
eat it. 

Mr. O’ Mara :—But if there are ten pigs there and only 
one slaughtered 

Mr. Riordan :—The Veterinary Department say I can 
kill only one pig. 

Mr. Prentice :—Where the pigs are suckling with the 
mother, and the latter dies, the Veterinary Department 
slaughter all. 

Mr. O’Mara :—But where there is no mother ! 

Mr. Prentice :—These are regarded as in contact with 
swine fever, and if the visiting inspector finds isolation 
can be satisfactorily carried out many are left there, 
They bad twenty inspectors stationed in different parts 
of Ireland for that purpose. 

Lord Clarina :—You allow the others to remain 
although you kill one. How do you propose to stamp 
out the disease then ? r 

Mr. Prentice :—Simply by isolation. 

Lord Clarina said they had one important answer from 
Mr. Prevtice—that a large proportion of pigs slaughtered 
for swive fever had not swine fever. That showed great 
abuse in slaughter, and he hardly thought, iu face of it, 
that the disease was prevalent in Limerick. He wuuld 
like to know what proportion sent from Limerick was 
free from disease. 

Mr. Prentice said he could hardly tell; but quarterly 
returns were given, showing what Lord Clarina required 

Mr. Shaw asked if Mr. Prentice could roughly give 
them the diagnosis made by the Veterinary Department 
to tind disease—what condition should the bowels 
represent ? 

Mr. Preutice—Ulcerated. 

Mr. Shaw :—Should the ulcers be active or not neces- 
sarily ? 


Mr. Prentice :—Not necessarily. 
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Mr. Shaw :—Then you can’t say if the ulcers were 
healed, they would consider the pigs suffering from 
swine fever ? 

Mr. Prentice :—If slough is found in the ulcers they 
would undoubtedly hold it was swine fever. 

Mr. shaw said certain pigs suffered from redness, and 
excrescences were found in a’ large number of pigs not 
suffering from swine fever. 

Mr. Prentice said the veterinary inspectors were bound 
to take the temperature of the pigs with a clinical 
thermometer. 

Lord Clarina :—Is the veterinary surgeon bound <o 
take the temperature. 

Mr. Prentice :—Not in all cases. 

Mr. Shaw :—What is the temperature ? 

Mr. Prentice :—Well, you can get it up to 106 or down 
to 103. 

Mr. Shaw :—Would you be surprised to hear, by the 
evidence of one of the most important of the Com- 
missioners, a well known expert, who said that a tem- 
perature at from 104 to 105 there could be no swine 
fever ? 

Mr. Prentice :—It is quite possible the pig might have 
some other disease, but no matter what the external 
appearance, no pig is presumed to have swine fever until 
it is proved by post-mortem examination. 

Lord Clarina :—But that is after the pig is slaughtered 
and the country put to expense. Don’t you think every 
precaution should be taken to prevent local inspectors 
slaughtering pigs not suffering from swine fever. 

Mr. Prentice said orders to that effect were issued to 
the inspectors. 

Mr. Shaw said he voiced the opinions of all in his trade 
in saying that swine fever did not exist, and they should 
have some experience. 

Mr. Prentice :—You certainly ought. 

Mr. Shaw said that the trade felt that the diagnosis 
made by the Privy Council Department was incorrect. 
Certain appearances were presented in the intestines, 
and they could not say swine fever existed. In cases of 
swine fever they admitted these appearances were present. 
He might mention, to assist the Privy Council, that 
Limerick merchants were willing to have an inspector on 
their premises to see how the pigs were slaughtered. It 
would give them a fair idea of the extent of the disease. 

Mr. Prentice :—I may say you have been kind enough 
to offer that already. Every bacon merchant in Ireland 
has offered facilities. 

Mr. Shaw :—If you had an officer stationed per- 
manently to see the way pigs were handled you would 
see the existence of the disease was infinitesimal. 

Mr. Brabazon said that Messrs. Denny had in the past 
three weeks slaughtered 7000 pigs. They lived 48 hours 
after leaving the farmers hands, and not a single case of 
swine fever was found. 

Mr. Shaw said the case was the same in his firm, where 
they had killed 6000 pigs in that time. 

Mr. Brabazon said he had been down in Waterford at 
Messrs. Dennys, and was told that it was certainly two 
years since a pig had died there of “ soldier.” Consider- 
ing the hardship in transit this proved there was no 
disease. 

In reply to Lord Clarina, Mr. Prentice stated-that in 
fourteen months—from November. 1893—690 outbreaks 
of actual swine fever were reported from Limerick. They 
should remember that an effort was being made to eradi- 
oe mig’ fever ne England, as, unless they acted in 

reland, they might prevent the importation of Irish pi 

Lord Clarina :—I really don’t know what we are to do 
except through the Press to throw some light on the 

e following resolution, pro by J. P. M’Nam 
and seconded by Lord was That 


having heard the statements of Messrs. Shaw and the 
other representatives of the pig trade in the South of 
lreland, we are of opinion that no necessity exists for 
putting in force the order of the Privy Council, and 
again protest against such an order as we believe it is 
calculated to seriously injure and ceuse great incon- 
venience to one of the greatest local industries of the 
South of Ireland ; and that our representatives be re- 
quested to ask a further question in Parliament on the 
matter.” 

Mr. Shaw said at the Commission held recently it was 
the opinion of Irishmen, Englishmen, and Scotchmen 
that the expense should be borne by the Government. 
He had the evidence of inspectors from Gloster, Bristol, 
and Newcastle-on-Tyne that they rarely if ever met 
with a case of swine fever in Irish pigs. If England 
wanted to stamp out the disease it should pay for it. 
Whether they liked it or not, he should say the Govern- 
ment had broken faith with them on this matter. 

It was agreed to appoint the relieving officers as local 
inspectors, and Mr. Guinane stated he would issue the 
necessary licences for holding fairs in Limerick district. 

It was also ordered that the farmers be notified that 
all their pigs should be properly marked before they 
could be sold. 

Lord Clarina proposed and Mr. McNamara seconded 
the following resolution, which was passed :—“ That a 
Resident Inspector be appointed for Limerick by the 
Veterinary Department, haviug power to re-issue move- 
ment licences and to extend the time for the export of 
existing licences. That the cost of inspection and mark- 
ing be defrayed by the public funds. 

The meeting then adjourned.—The Cork Examiper. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


— TO ANIMALS.—WILMSLOW CASE. 
IR, 

Will you kindly allow me space in your next issue to 
point out to Mr. Roalfe Cox a few errors in his letter to 
your journal, dated March 2nd., and also to lay a few 
more important points before the profession than were 
stated in your issue, dated January 26th. 

With respect to the statements of the Inspectors of the 
Society, every member of the profession who has had any 
occasion to be connected with them either for or against 
kaows that their statements require very heavily discount- 
ing in order to arrive at the truth. Since the case was heard 
this same Iuspector has told a particular friend of mine 
that they would not have proceeded against me only he 
thought I was against them (the Society). The cause of 
this remark was as follows, 1 was engaged by a client of 
mine to appear for him, the defendant in an action 
brought against him in August last at the Wilmsiow 
Petty Sessions by the Society, for working a horse with 
alleged sore shoulders. The verdict was returned for 
the defendant. 

Mr, Cox next gives a local witness “a shoeing-smith 
was at his forge—a few hundred yards from Boscoe’s 
farm stable.” These few hundred yards are over two 
miles from Boscoe’s place, and it may be of interest to 
Mr. Cox to know that this particularly impartial witness 
made it his business to leave his forge and walk out on 
the road to see the horse both coming and returning 
every time the horse came to Wilmslow, in all five times. 
ln order to avoid him on Nov. 24th, Boscoe crme along 
a bridle path which runs about 60 yards behind the forge 
(an orchard intervening) but Mr. Blacksmith was not to 
be denied and crossed the orchard to the bridle path to 
see the horse again go past. This smith considers him- 


self an authority on canker and far cleverer than any 
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vet. living at the present day. This is the third case in 
which he is very strongly suspected of giving information 
to the police on cases of supposed cruelty. 

Mr. Cox procpeds to another witness, a farmer, who 
described minutely the painful movements of the horse, 
etc. I do not know why Mr. Cox describes this witness 
as a farmer except he wishes the profession to be under 
the impression that a farmer would be capable of forming 
a correct opinion of the horse and, in a degree, a reliable 
and independent witness. Perhaps Mr. Cox will be 
surprised to learn that the individual in question neither 
ows nor rents one yard of land except that on which a 
cottage stands the rental of which will probably be two 
and sixpence per week, and that paid out of the earnings 
of his wife and two sons. This minutely observant 
witness has vot done one hard day’s work for the last 
seven years. 

Another witness was a cycle repairer who could not 
tell the difference between a horse and a bull if the latter 
had no horns. 

These are the witnesses upon whose testimony the 
London experts were called to form their conclusions. 


Facts oF THE CasE. 


I saw the horse first time July 11th, black horse 17 
hands, weight about 17cwt., sound in limb except off 
hind foot; apparently sound in wind, stated to be 7 

ears old— Boscoe had owned him some months, 
rn got him in an exchange. Off hind foot affect- 
ed but not lame at all in June, been treated by local 
smith for thrush. [ found him affected with canker, 
the frog, part of the sole, and a portion of quarters 
underrun. I explained the disease to owner, and told 
him the length of time it would probably take to effect 
a cure, and that they were not always satisfactory cases 
to treat. 

Owner said, “ Well do your best, Whittle, of Worsley, 
has cured cases for us before, and you can cure this.” 

I put him under treatment, took off the horny frog, 
the sole to within an inch and a half of toe, and both 


quarters, leaving from 5 to 6 inches of good, sound, 


rfect horn at the toe, to which we afterwards nailed a 
r shoe with six nails which had good hold, leather sole, 
tow, tar, ani the usual caustics which were frequently 
changed. All progressed favourably up to September, 
the horse being dressed principally at Mobberley. In 


blood from both points was exceedingly small in volume, 
and I wish this to be noticed particularly, because the 
persecution made a very great deal of outcry about the 
blood found on the road on Sunday the 25th and Mon- 
day 26th. 

We heated the shoe, bedding it on the toe and new 
frog. Of course it was set back a good deal through the 
shortening of the toe. Nailed on shoe with six nails. 
Usual tar, tow, leather sole and dressing ; clenched up, 
and mark! the sound of the hammer on clenching was 
solid—not hollow, dressed quarters, tar and tow, and 
secured these with two bandages and string. When 
nailing on the smith found after he had driven two or 
three nails that the shoe was across the foot too much to 
the inside, and he gave the shoe four or five very strong 
blows with the hammer which partially rectified matters, 
I wish this to be noted, for this reason, that neither 
Prof. Pritchard nor yet Mr. Cox must tell any sensible 
man, leave alone a veterinary surgeon, that if the old 
piece of toe left on was in the loose condition they wanted 
to make out, it would not have come off there and then. 

The foot looked remarkably well when he left the forge, 
and called forth a remark from the smith that the case 
was going on splendidly, and that in another dressing or 
two he would be able to put acouple of nails in the new 
horn at the heels. The horse did certainly go lame for 
about a hundred yards after leaving ; then he went bet- 
ter, comparatively free from lameness. 

We had spent over an hour on the foot that morning, 
he left a little after 11 am. At two o’clock Boscoe re- 
turned and said after going three miles (he walking slow- 
ly alongside with his hands in his pockets) the horse 
stumbled and nearly pitched on his head, on turning 
round Boscoe saw the old hoof and shoe stripped off, 
foot bleeding. He walked him about six yards intoa 
field, got a gun and had him shot. He was shot twice, 
first under the ear, then in the forehead. The first shot 
being too low severed the jugulars and carotids, and after 
the horse was loaded on the knacker cart with the head 


hanging down he drained all along the road back to 
Wilmslow an’ beyond towards the knacker yard. The 
prosecution made a very great deal of the fact of there 
being blood on the road. This blood came from the dead 
‘earcase, because I have conclusive evidence that there 
_was blood all along where the dead horse was taken, in 
some places where the horse never was while alive. This 


September the smiths at Mobberley began to fight shy evidence was not brought up before the magistrates be- 
owing to the tar soiling their aprons and trousers, and | cause they rushed the case upon us at the last moment 
some unpleasantness between Boscoe and themselves | and gave us no time to collect any evidence for the 
placed me under the necessity of asking him to bring | defence. 
the horse to be dressed at Wilmslow if the weather and | The informations were laid, as they have to be if legal, 
roads were dry. This continued up to November 17th, within a month from the date of the offence, on Decem- 
when we had a lot of wet weather and I went to Mobberley ber 24th yet there was nothing said by them either to 
to dress him. He was on this day perfectly free from | me or to Boscoe, they kept as silent as the grave until 
lameness ; the bones were not involved at all. I had Friday afternoon, January 11th, when the summonses 
got a new horny frog and sole grown, and the quarters were served to appear on Tuesday following, January 
were growing down good but very thick horn which gave 15th. 1 had not the remotest idea up to Friday that | 
the foot an unshapely look, the toe had also grown very was to be made a party to any legal proceedings con- 
loug. The laminz were affected at the lower part. cerning the case. I[ instructed my solicitor the same 
1 asked Mr. Boscoe to bring the horse to Wilmslow on | night, and went to Manchester ou Saturday to see Mr. T, 
November 24th if the roads were dry. He did so, 1| Hopkin, Mr. Taylor, and Mr. ‘Faulkner. I fell among 
found the horse in the forge waiting fur me, we took off friends—among gentlemen—who, though I had only a 
the shoe in the usual manner, shortened the toe taking | very slight knowledge of them and vo claim whatever on 
off fully an inch, took a little loose horn off the sole | them, offered under the cireumstauces of the case to 
and some of the luxurious growth off the outside quarter ; | place their services and knowledge at my disposal with- 
here | severed a small artery which threw out a jet of out expecting any reward for those services beyond the 
blood as fine as a hair, in fact so small that 1 could not | satisfaction of having done their duty to a fellow prac- 
locate the bleeding point until I passed my open hand | titioner under a cloud. I here publicly thank them from 
up and down close to the quarter ; I discovered it and | the bottom of my heart. ‘ . 
applied the actual cautery which arrested ii. Then we Even on the day of hearing | had no idea of the weight 
proceeded to pare the thick horn of the quarter more | of the case they were going to throw on me. It was 
into shape, and on the inside quarter the smith cut | only when I saw Prof. Pritchard and Mr. Cox in court 
rather too close at the coronet and drew blood. we that I began to realise the situation and form an idea 
arrested this with the actual cautery. The amount of | where the plot had been hatched. 
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Prof. Pritchard in his evidence made the followin 
statements among others —I am ouly giving the principal, 
the pithy parts. He said: “I have known hundreds 
treat cases of canker but have never heard of one being 
cured. it isan incurable disease, and it is an act of 
cruelty to treat cases of canker. The horse ought to have 
been shot months before it was shot. The vase under 
consideration was one of gross cruelty, it was not fit to 
travel. No amount of force that I know of would have 
caused that piece of hvof to be ripped off if the conuec- 
tion between the horny and sensitive lamingw had been 
complete. I personally know all the standard veterinary 
authorities who have been quoted, and I defy any one 
to produce any veterinary work which says it can be 
cured.” 

Mr. J. Roalfe Cox corroborated this evidence with one 
qualification. Instead of saying outright that it was 
gross cruelty of the veterinary surgeon treating the case 
to order it to travel five (or I say, nearer four than five) 
miles each way, Mr. Cox said “It might have been an 
error of judgment but an act of cruelty nevertheless.”’ 

Mr. Jackson corroborated the previous witnesses. 

Mr. * zarbinowski commented strongly about the mal- 
formed hoof remaining attached to the shoe. The fact 
of the matter was the remaining part of the old hoof had 
been drying for two months and was as a consequence 
shruuk and dried out of shape, as a normal hoof will do 
when removed from the foot if nut wedged or filled with 
plaster. 

The defence was that the case had been properly 
treated, and would never have been heard anything more 
about if it had not been for the unfortunate accident, 
that the horse trod on the overhanging shoe with the 
other hind foot and ripped off shoe and korn. All 
professional men engaged for the defence had cured 
canker, Mr. Faulkner “ had cured his last eight cases of 
canker, and if Prof. Pritchard could spare the time and 
go with him to Manchester ‘he would show them to him 
on the following day at work.” ie 

I am sorry to have to claim so much of your space, in 
fact sorry that it should ever have to be my duty to pen 
these lines to you, but I have a public duty to perform 
to the profession, to place them in possession of honest 
facts; to warn them of the advancing tenets of the 
Society. We were told that the Society do not regard 
the veterinary profession as the proper authority to say 
whether a horse is in pain or not in pain, that is a point 
that can only be determined by a bench of magis- 
trates—Thanking you in anticipation, yours faith- 


fully, 
3. Lomas, M.R.C.V.S. 
Wilmslow, Manchester. 
UNIVERSITY EDUCATION. 
Sir, 


I 

I have read the letters of Mr. H. Sessions and Dr. 
Haslam but fail to grasp exactly what it is they advise. 
Is it a “ university education ’’ or a “ university degree ” 
or both? The valne of a university education is apparent 
to anyone but it is expensive. It requires time and 
mouey. {am told that out in Australia and at the Cape 
many men with university degrees are to be found stock- 
driving, and at home the university manu is not always a 
success. Most people choose their instruments according 
to the work required of them. They don’t use razors to 
cut stone, they prefer a mure suitable instrument. Not 
many parents and guardians send a boy to school and 
then to university with a view of entering him for sume 
culling where the average yearly earnings are under £400, 
and where the highest does not exceed £1000. The 
training at a nniversity is not all scholastic; a great 
proportion of it results from the association with other 
students and the ideas aud tastes imbibed are not always 


conducive to business habits such as lead to success in 
the veterinary profession. To associate with under- 
graduates who possess an allowance of £400 a year is a 
dangerous game for poor men and as often as not has a 
most prejadicial effect. Of course if a man has the 
necessary independent income a university education isa 
good thing and may be useful in any profession after- 
wards, not only because it trains the mind but because it 
affords opportunity for friendships which may be of the 
greatest value from a business point of view. 

If it is only desired that veterinary surgeons should 
have the chance of taking a university degree, the argu- 
ments in its favour have not yet been advanced. The 
letters D.V.M. would not assist a man to earn a guinea 
a year more than the letters M.R.C.V.s. To induce a 
university to found a veterinary degree would not be 
easy unless the authorities could be shown that a steady 
demand for the degree would result. When a university 
found that its degree gave a man no right to practice 
until the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons had also 
granted its diploma, we may -safely surmise that the 
university would soon apply for powers making its 
degree superior to our own little document. Dr. Haslam 
acknowledges that our monopoly of granting a licence to 
practice is valuable, and that “ so desirable is this princi- 
ple that we are envied by some of our medical friends on 
that account.” We ourselves quite appreciate our good 
position and we shall be very suspicious of any change 
which may lead to its being destroyed. 

Even supposing a university degree to be a good thing, 
how is it to be obtained? Is the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons to apply for it? The College is only an 
examining body, and to ask for a deyree higher than it 
gives would seem rather like depreciating its owngdiploma 
and ruuniug intu a danger for which the advantages are 
altogether too delusive. Are the teaching schools to 
apply for this degree? If so are they to be affiliated to 
the university granting the degree, and must the univer- 
sity be in the same town as that in which the school is ? 
I fancy the schools will not be likely to supplicate any 
teaching university to offer a veterinary degree. What 
would be the probable result—why the staff of teachers 
at the university would say “we can do the teaching; 
we have teachers of chemistry, botany, physiology, patho- 
logy, etc., all we want is one veterinarian to teach clini- 
cal medicine and surgery.” 

Although I admire the higher education, and although 
I should like a university degree, I must confess that at 
present, and for some years to come, the disadvantages 
of a connection with any university seem to me to out- 
weigh the advantages. I hope it is neither dullness nor 
prejudice, but Messrs. Sessions and Haslam will forgive 
me for saying that their articles leave a good deal un- 
explained.— \ ours truly, 

VS. 


Sir, 

I desire, with your permission, to make a few remarks 
on Mr. Haslam’s interesting letter on the subject of 
University education, which appeared in your last issue. 

Personally | should be greatly pleased to see a faculty 
of comparative medicine instituted at a university, 
because it would act as an incentive to post-graduate 
study, it would encourage scientific research, and it 
would place the veterinary profession on a similar basis 
to other professions. But while regarding the advantages 
of any scheme for professional progress, we must 
take into account any probable disadvantages which may 
present themselves. 

Ip the first place, it is essential for the welfare of the 
profession that we must carefully avoid adopting any 
principle which might allow of more than one means 

entry to its ranks. Whatever higher degree may be 


instituted, let there be only one portal for a license to 
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practise, and that is the diploma of the R.C.V.S. Once 
this is obtained it matters not how many higher degrees 
are available, but the Membership diploma should be 
essential hefore proceeding further, If it was optional 
for all universities to grant veterinary degrees entitling 
the holders therof to practise, no one could have any 
idea where the principle would end. 

The veterinary profession at present enjoys the unique 
position of possessing but one examining and diploma 
granting body for Great Britain. Let us hope that it 
will always hold such a position. If other portals be 
opened it is clear that the standard of examination will 
be reduced by competion, and we shall have a variety of 
degrees and diplomas, as in the medical profession, which 
cannot serve any useful purpose but quite the reverse. 
By all means have a higher degree for those who have 
time, ability and inclination to devote to scientific study, 
but make sure that there shall be only one license to 

tise. 

I think that Mr. Haslam is a little too sanguine in his 
views as to the social and professional advantages to he 
derived from the proposed university degree. My experi- 
euce leads me to the conclusion that the lay putlic 
attach very little if any importance to the question of 
higher degrees. They judge altogether by results, not 
by scientific attainments, of course I am now referring to 
the rank and file of the profession, to the men who have 
to live by the daily practice of veterinary medicine and 
surgery. 

We are well aware that the reputation of the veteri- 
nary surgeon does not depend in the possession of a 
higher degree or on scientific attainments, but chiefly on 
the results of his treatment and the tact which he adopts 
with regard to his clients. Clinical experience is the 
most important attribute to the training of the veteri- 
nary surgeon, it is the essential element to his success 
and reputation as a practitioner. Of course veteriuary 
surgeons, like all other individuals, must earn their living 
and we find from observation that those who succeed 
best in this respect are the men who can best pull a 
horse or a cow through a serious illness, who can diag- 
nose and treat cases of lameness with good results, and 
who can pass a reliable opinion as to the soundness of a 
horse, and who are successful operators. Nor must we 
forget to mention in connection with these attributes, 
the important quality of tact. It is necessary in many 


level in society. In the medical profession we surely do 
not believe that a L.R.C.P. or M.R.C.S. is considered 
inferior in the social or professional scale to av M.D., 
Lond., or a M.D., T.C.D. I don’t believe that the 
possession of a University degree will at all help us as 
regards social status. A client may be most friendly to 
us while discussing scientific matters in tho drawing- 
room, but he judges of our real worth by what we are 
able to accomplish in the stable. 

And while in the latter apartment we must not forget 
the influence which the coachman or groom is able to 
exert on our patient avd on our client; these gentry 
must be treated civilly as well as firmly, otherwise no 
matter what our qualifications or our socisl standing may 
be, we find on balancing our ledger at some future date, 
that our client, like a bird, has flown and has built his 
nest with a neighbouring practitioner.—Yours, etc., 

E. Watuis Hoare. 


18 Cook Street, March 11, 1885. 


Sir 
The correspondence iu The Record on the above sub- 


ject is of great interest, but having heard the views of the 
men of science I should like to present to your readers, 
though I fear but in a feeble manner, the point from 
which the matter will be looked at by the general prac- 
titioner. I have nodesire to depreciate the value of a 
University Degree per se, but its benefit to the profes- 
sion as a whole cannot be very great, if indeed it is any 
benefit at all; what our profession is in need of is not 
additional scientific prestige, as it is well known to the 
general public that there are men in our ranks (whose 
names are household words to those interested in live 
stock) possessed of the highest scientific knowledge and 
at the same time having a very practical acquaintance 
with the subjects on which they undertake to give an 
opinion. It hardly seems probable that the possession 
of a University Degree by a few men, most of whom would 
not be engaged in active practice, would have any effect 
in raising the status of the profession as a whole.’ What 
do we see in the case of our most scientific graduates at 
the present time, it is a well known fact the best students 
—if they are not wise or fortunate enough to obtain an 
/appointment in the Army or elsewhere that relieves 
| them from the ordinary cares of practice—commence 


instances to treat the client as well as the patient, we their career by trying to keep up their science, they join 
must endeavour to demonstrate to the former the Veterinary Medical Societies, contribute a few articles to 
amount of knowledge that we possess with regard to a | curreut literature and then gradually drop back into the 


case, while we have to be careful to conceal our ignor- 
ance on any points in connection with it. 


I am of opinion that if the university degree is estab- | 


lished with the proviso I have mentioned, it will attract 
a certain amcunt of aspirants, but these are hardly 
likely to come from veterinary surgeons in daily practise. 

Thr Fellowship degree cannot be said to be largely 
availed of at present. and the university degree should 
be of a similar standard or far higher. 

It may be thought presumptuous on my part to sug- 
gest that clinical medicine might with advantage sup- 
plant some of the drier scientific portions of such higher 
degrees. Those wh» have to encounter the cares and 
anxieties of daily practice find it difficult to obtain time 
and energy for deep and prolonged ecientific study. But 
these are the men who are able to enrich professional 
knowledge by clinical experience ; the study of symp- 
toms, of cause and effect, of therapeutics, and of post- 
mortem appearances, are of vital importance, and form 
an extensive branch of study to which a life-time might 
be devoted. 

Finally with reference to social status, I fail to see 
how a University education will improve us in this re- 


spect. A man’s social position largely depends ov him- | 


self, if he is properly educated he can always find his own 


/ unknown rank and file, force vf circumstances, the chief 
_of which is the difficulty of making a decent living with- 
| out resorting to unprofessional methods, damping the 
ardour with which they started on their professional 
| course, 

| No, sir, what we want to raise our social status is not 
| University Degrees, or even as we are often told, men of 
a different stamp to those we already possess, but a way, 
| if any cau bv found, by which vur members cau earu an 
income equal to that of the professors, whose status we 
_have so long been enjoying. To read some of the re- 
‘marks that are made on this subject one would think 
| that veterinary surgeons were suffering under some great 
‘injustice in this matter, and that on obtaining his 
‘diploma every veterinary surgeon made not less than 
£1000 a year, and that there was an unfair compact on 
_ the part of others in the same happy position io shun his 
' society. My own opinion is that the chief necessity for 
social status is an eqnality of spending power with those 
with whom we desire to consort, for the average man on 
obtaining the income soon puts on the society veneer 
which passes muster as culture. Surely our enthusiasts 
for advance in this direction do not wish to see us re- 
duced to the coutemptible position of the clerical pro- 
fession the poorer members of which, though on an 
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osteusible equality with their richer neighbours, are 
treated with a patronising condescension which must be 
rather trying to their self respect. As far as doctors are 
concerned, | have known medical men who, though 
models in every other respect, were not successes in life 
from a financial standpoint, and I have failed to see that 
their social position was an enviable one. 

If we attained this much desired position the question 
comes in, What is it to be supported on? Why only the 
other day at a meeting of the Border Counties V.M.S. 
one of the most estimable men in our profession and a 
member of the Council confessed that his practice was 
insufficient without the managership of an agricultural 
cu-operative society, and the essayist at the same meet- 
ing advised new graduates to settle in the villages and 


make up for their lack of professional income by taking a | 


small farm. 

Supposing our much coveted social status to have been 
attained we should see in these cases our new four years’ 
men crammed with languages and ‘ ologies’ of various de- 
scriptions, having finished their small amount of practice, 
carefully removing from their persons the results of 
milking the cows and feeding the pigs previous to fulfil- 
ling an invitation to dine with some local magnate, 
whose hospitality they would, of course, have no diffi- 
culty in returning. I am no reactionary but I certainly 
see no use in this continual crying after the moon, 
which the majority of us would have no use for if we 

ossessed it, whilst we are daily being deprived of our 
just rights by the appointment of men to positions 
which we are specially educated to fill, and I trust practical 
matters such as this may be brought to a successful issue 
before the energies of the profession are devoted to an 
object which, though aor in itself, appears to have at 
the present time no particular claim to urgency. 

I am Sir, yours very truly, 
JoHn A. KoBINson. 

Market Deeping, March 12, 1895. 


FURTHER NEED FOR A DEFENCE FUND. 


S1 

ry few days ago I wrote to the secretary of our Defence 
Society for a prospectus to ascertain the fees of admission 
etc., and now hasten to forward cheque for entrance fee 
and subscription, for not only do [ find that we as veter- 
inary surgeons are liable to vexatious prosecutions from 
without, but the danger actually within our own ranks 
has been so glaringly exposed in Mr. Hurndall’s letter in 
last week’s Record that it doubly behoves us to combine 
together to defend ourselves against other and this most 
subtle of all enemies. Here we find two of our number, 
shining lights moreover in our profession, journeying 
something like a couple of hundred miles, seut ou this 
mission by a wealthy society to try if possible to deal a 
death blow to one of their own professional brethren. 
For there is no mistaking the fact what the consequences 
would have been if this mission had proved successful. 
The stigma thereby placed on Mr. Lomas would never 
be wiped off, and probably financial ruin might follow. 

I nevertheless feel thoroughly convinced that every 
honest member of our body is in deep sympathy with 
Mr. Lomas as agaiust these vindictive prosecutions, a 
proof of which in a similar prosecution by the same 
society, was the liberal response tu a voluntary call on 
the members of the profession on behalf of Mr. Blake of 
Bournemouth, towards defraying the expenses of his 
prosecution. And Iam heartily glad that Mr. Lomas, 
against all these forces arrayed against him, survived this 
stab from behiud and sent back to town his professional 
friends sadder and, it is to be hoped, wiser men. Is this 
the outcome and “ get” of our boasted Veterinary Medi- 
cal Associations ? 


As one of the rank and file of our profession I strongly 
protest against this bastardizing of our motto, even 
though it be by the ‘lights’ of the same, and express my 
sincere thanks to Mr. Hurndall for bringing the par- 
ticulars of this case before us. 

I remain Sir, yours faithfully, 
Joun W. Epwarps. 
Kingston-on-Thames, March 13, 1895. 


RE PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE. 
Sir, 

In these days of competition, advertising seems to lead 
to the best pecuniary results, especially when we look to 
the large firms known, some of which have the names of 
duly qualified veterinary surgeons to gild their nos- 
trums with. Now in fairness to one and all are we to 
have the liberty of advertising to our hearts content, 
whether by stalls in the market, distributing pamphlets, 
according to our own ideas, or is this privilege to remain 
for the advantage of the few who are bold enough to 
defy the C.R.C.V.S. From the reports of discussions 
and correspondence which have appeared in The Veterin- 
ary Record, many of us deem it rather risky to com- 
mence the advertising style of business; but why have 
not Council considered the most extensive and well 
known cases of this breach of professional etiquette. 
We hear rumours of the starting of a firm composed of 
all M.R.C.V.S’s. to supply cure-alls in opposition to the 
existing firms who can only sport in one qualified man, 
in the hope of gaining the better of the competition. 
It is to be hoped that the names of these energetic men 
will not be struck off the Register until thosd of pre 
offenders have been considered. 


AN OBSERVER OF PROFESSIONAL ETIQUETTE, 


|Our correspondent is not aware of what the Courcil is 
doing: The “large” firms are not allowed to escape but 
offences against the Veterinary Surgeons Act must be 
clearly proved before action can be taken.—-Ep] 


Several communications are unavoidably held over. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette, dated 12 March, 1895. 


Veterinary-Captain E. H. Kelley is placed on tempor- 
mA half-pay on account of ill-health. Dated 7th March, 
1895. 

Frederick M. Carr, Gent., to be Veterinary- Lieutenant 
in succession to Veterinary Captain E. H. Kelly. Dated 
13th Murch, 1895. 

Royal Wiltshire Yeomanry Cavalry Regimeat :—T. V. 
Pettifer, Gent., to be Veterinary-Lieutenant. Dated 
13th March, 1895. 


Moves. 

Veterinary-Lieutenant J. H. Jackson has been trans- 
ferred to Royal Horse Artillery, Newbridge, from 10th 
Hussars, Ballincollig. 

Veterinary-Lieutenant W. F. Shore transferred to 
llth Hussars, Ballincollig, from Royal Horse Artillery, 
Newbridge. 


Communications, Books AND Papers RECEIVED :—Capt. 
Hayes; Messrs. J. P. Isherwood, W. Burt, J. A. Robinson, 
J.B. Wolstenholme, S. Lomas, E.W. Hoare, J. Barr, 
C. A. Squair, J. W. Edwards, A.C. Stewart, D. Stewart 
(enclosure), G. Thornton (enclosure), ‘‘ An Observer, etc. 
* A Plain V.S.” ‘“‘ A Country Practitioner.” 

Journal of Agriculture (Cape), Journal of Comp. Med. and 


- Magazine (Philadelphia). 


Vet. Arch (Philadelphia), Medical Review (St. Louis), Vety- 


4 
a 
| 
| 
| 
hed 
| 
| 
i 
| 
| 
A ! 
i 
| 


